Qur Mission

Advocure Is o working odvococy group for the
MNF2 international community.

Recent cdvances in our understanding of NF
tumarigenesis and signal transduction hove
taken us into the era of translational research
whereby it is possible to screen and identify
existing drugs or compounds that det on key
targets, potentially curing both NF1 and NF2.

Advacure s an internationdl coalition committed
to ensuring the rapid translation of this knowl-
edge into torgeted theropy for the NF commu-
nity.

Advocure will monitor relevant research and
drug developments world wide and lobby to
achieve our gool of expediting much needed

systemic therapy for this devastating Central
Mervaus System [CMNS) disorder.

Recruitment

Asoultined tnour mission statement, Advocure
s o volunteer panenty patient odvocooy groaup
with o core of-office bearing members, and
Gifier rofaiing mempers from our infernanond|
community: [ youlare o patient on have o
temily member with N2 andl arelinferested|n

volunteering pleose confoch us below.

Contact Us
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What is NF22

Meuvrofibromatosis type 2 [MF2) is distinguished
by multiple broin and spinal tumors, commonly
causing deafness, severe balonce problems,
tacial nerve paraolysis, and also sometimes
spinal cord compression, swallowing difficulties,

and loss of mobility.

Optic nerve tumors, certoin types of cotarocts,
and eye function complications from surgeries

may clso cause loss of vision or blindness.

Top Questions Commonly Asked......

Q: Are there any research centers that specialize
in NF27?

A: While there are many NF clinies, the two pre-
clinical research centers specifically for NF2 are
af the House Ear Institute [HEI) in Los Angeles
and the MF clinic at the Maossachusetts General
Hospital [MGH) in Boston.

conf....

Q: Is there any effective systemic treatment fo
stop progression of disease once you hove been
diagnosed with NF2?

A: Mo, but some groups are working on it

At the present fime only surgery and radiation
are routinely available to treat tumors when
they become problemaotic. However, this in itself
becomes a serfous risk over tfime if it is neces-
sary for you to have multiple procedures, as s
often the cose.

Q: Are there any clinical drug tricls for NF2?

A: Currently there are none.

But there are some NF2 patients trialing drugs,
and also some NF2 patients on other clinical
trials. Advocure has set up an email forum
ealled "Trial Talk" for these patients to freely
correspond on these matters. To join, please
visite our website,

Also, with the growing Interest in our community
in naturally occurring compounds os a means to
control tumor growth, Trial Talk hos been
exponded to include those trialing’ these com-
pounds as well.

Q: Are there any prenatal and genetic tests for
NF2?

A: Yes,

For detaoils pleose consult with your physician or
genetic counselor. Genetic testing centers and
prenatdl options are listed and described on
the Advocure NF2, Inc. website,

cont...

Q: How early can a child show symptoms of
NF2?

A: As early as birth, but more commonly in the
teens. The importance of seeing o
Meura-ophthalmelogist who is familiar with
MF2 connot be underestimated in the diogno-
sis of children.

Often eye symptoms are one of the

earliest presenting symptoms for o NF2 muta-
tion, In particular, juvenile posterior subcopsu-
lar cataracts,

Q: How many different kinds of fumors can o
NF2 patient have?

A: All patients with NF2 develop bilateral
vestibular schwannomas (V3), sometimes mis-
takenly referred to os Acoustic Neuromas
[AM]).

However, most potients will olso develop mul-
tiple Central Mervous System [CMNS) tumors,
most commenly meningiomas and schwonno-
mas,

Finally, some patients moy also develop CNS

ependymomas, astrocytomas, and gliomas.




